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President's Letter  

 
A warm welcome to SAMUN VIII!  
 
It is an honor for me, Ines Maria Cely Vives to be presiding over the United Nations                 
International Children’s  Emergency Fund. 
  
We will discuss important topics that affect children nowadays and also seek solutions for the               
children that have and are being abused either way; International Measures to Prevent Crimes              
Against Child's freedom and Online Safety Measures for Children. Every country has an             
important role since it is everyone's world and future, and duty to veil for one's own citizens. 
  
I expect the best of you in your preparation so that we can possibly dialogue with the respect                  
everyone deserves. Solely, with the purpose to achieve viable solutions where the primordial             
objective is peace and justice. 
  
Any concern or questions you may have about any topic, feel free to contact me at                
samun.unicef@cbsm.edu.co 
I will do my best to help and guide you all.  
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Introduction to UNICEF 

 
United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund, was created in 1946 to improve the 
live of children’s and their families. UNICEF has fight for the rights of every child seeking 
safe shelter, nutrition, protection from disaster and conflicts, and equality. 
 
UNICEF with the united nations, work together to make sure children are taken into account 
in the global agenda.  
 
 

Topic A: International measures to prevent crimes against child’s freedom 

Introduction 

 
Experts have struggled to define early childhood violence, abuse and neglect, identify its 
causes, and assess its consequences and costs. In recent years, however, research has clarified 
the severe consequences of child violence, abuse and neglect, highlighted several risk factors, 
and developed new prevention interventions. Past responses focused on preventing a 
recurrence of violence, abuse and neglect once it has already taken place, identifying risk 
factors for violence, abuse and neglect and addressing the problems and deficiencies of 
primary caretakers. Current trends place greater focus on preventing violence, abuse and 
neglect by strengthening protective factors and building family and social networks to 
reinforce the ability of parents and families to care for their young children. 

 
While in the past, the orientation of child 
protection services was legal and medical, 
current efforts stress a developmental and 
ecological orientation. It builds on 
children’s strengths and enhances the social 
context of the child. Rather than seeking to 
minimize harm to the child, the focus aims 
to maximize potential to strengthen the 
capacity of parents and communities to care 
for their children in ways that promote 
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well-being and enhance potential. Instead of putting families into the hands of unknown 
professionals who shuffle them from one programme to another, current approaches stress an 
investment-prevention model that focuses on integrating professionals and paraprofessionals 
into the everyday life of families, and connecting families into a system of community 
services. (Stagner & Lansing, 2009) 
 

Subtopic A: Violence and Neglect in Early Childhood
 

Violence against children includes the physical, emotional mistreatment, neglect and 
negligent treatment of children as well as exploitation. It is a complex issue that occurs in 
many different settings. The factors surrounding child violence, abuse and neglect as well as 
effective prevention and response strategies differ according to the child age, the setting and 
the relationships between the child victim and the perpetrator. (WHO & IPSCAN, 2006). 

 
Both short and long-term effects of violence, abuse and neglect against children can be 
severe, for children as well as for society. Early life experiences are built into our bodies. 
These events can take a serious toll and contribute to health problems over a lifetime. Some 
immediate consequences include physical injuries, delayed physical growth, neurological 
damage, and cognitive and language deficits. These consequences are often interrelated. It 
affect children’s development and adjustment as well as relationships with parents, other 
adults, and peers. Problems include aggression, withdrawal and isolation. Violence, abuse 
and neglect against children is also associated with long term psychological and emotional 
problems such as depression, self-inflicted injuries, and an increased risk of substance abuse, 
aggression, and criminal activity.  

 
A child’s most essential protection is supposed to be secured by family and representatives of 
social institutions such as teachers, law enforcement officers, and other civil authorities. Yet, 
the most egregious violations against children come from the same sources: parents and other 
family members, employed caretakers, teachers, employers, law enforcement authorities, and 
other state actors. Sadly, their acts of violence, exploitation and abuse are rarely reported and 
investigated; few perpetrators are held accountable. 

 
The exact prevalence of child violence, abuse and neglect is unknown. Physical abuse, 
neglect, domestic violence involving young children, and related early childhood trauma in 
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the homes are to a large extent invisible to the public eye. 
 

Scale and Impact of Child Violence, abuse and neglect  
• Violence, abuse and neglect causes stress that can disrupt early brain development; 
• Children who have been abused are at higher risk for health problems as adults, 
including depression, eating disorders, alcoholism, and certain chronic diseases; 
• Children of all races and ethnicities experience child abuse  
• Children of all ages experience abuse, but children under 4 are at greatest risk for 
severe injury and death from abuse; 
• Most abuse happens within families, especially families in which there is a great deal 
of stress.  

 
Violence, abuse and neglect of young children is not limited by geography, ethnicity, or 
status; it is a global phenomenon. For too many children, home is far from a safe haven. 
Every year, hundreds of millions of children are exposed to and are victims of domestic 
violence abuse and neglect. This has a powerful and profound impact on their lives and hopes 
for the future. Violence in the home is one of the most pervasive human rights challenges of 
our time. It remains a largely hidden problem that few countries, communities or families 
openly confront (UNICEF, 2006). The invisibility of violence, abuse and neglect of children, 
perpetuated by deeply held social norms and the perception that reporting might do more 
harm than good, services, is one of the most pervasive human rights challenges of our time 
(Feigelson, 2011).  
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Subtopic B: Risk and Protective Factors  

 
There is not one factor that explain why individuals abuse or neglect young children. As with 
other forms of violent behaviour, it is a complex interaction among a number of factors 
operating at different levels. An understanding of the relationship between these factors is 
vital for dealing effectively with child violence, abuse and neglect. A substantial body of 
knowledge and information of what can increase susceptibility to violence, abuse and neglect 
exists. Factors that increase susceptibility are known as risk factors. And those decreasing 
susceptibility are referred to as protective factors.  

 
RISK FACTORS 

 
Child Risk Factors: 

●  Children younger than 4 years of age; 
●  Special needs that may increase caregiver burden (e.g., disabilities, mental 

retardation, mental health issues, and chronic physical illnesses). 
 

Individual Risk Factors: 
●  Parents' lack of understanding of children's needs, child development and parenting 

skill 
●  Parents' history of child violence, abuse and neglect in family of origin; 
●  Substance abuse and/or mental health issues including depression in the family; 
●  Parental characteristics such as young age, low education, single parenthood, large 

number of 
● dependent children, and low income;  
● Non-biological, transient caregivers in the home (e.g., mother’s male partner);  
● Parental thoughts and emotions that tend to support or justify violence, abuse and 

neglect behaviours. 
 

Family Risk Factors: 
●   Social isolation; 
●  Family disorganization, dissolution, and violence, including intimate partner 

violence; 
●  Parenting stress, poor parent-child relationships, and negative interactions. 

 
Community Risk Factors: 
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● Community violence; 
●  Concentrated neighbourhood disadvantage (e.g., high poverty and residential 

instability, high 
● unemployment rates, and high density of alcohol outlets), and poor social 

connections. 
● Social Risk Factors 
● Inadequate social economic, health and education policies that lead to poor living 

standards, socioeconomic inequality and instability; 
● Social and cultural norms promoting violence including physical punishment; 
● Rigid gender roles/female discrimination.  

 
 

PROTECTIVE FACTORS: 
Family Protective Factors: 

●  Supportive family environment and social networks 
●  Nurturing parenting skills 
●  Stable family relationships 
●  Household rules and child monitoring 

 
Community Protective Factors: 

● Supportive adults outside of family who serve as role models/mentors to child 
●  Communities that support parents and take responsibility for preventing abuse 
● Social/environmental protective factors  
● Access to health care, education and social services; 
● Consistent parental employment; 
● Adequate housing;  

 
 

“The best way to prepare for the future is to create it. Prevention is the process of proactively 
cultivating positive cultures, leading to a better future for children and their families. To 
create that future we must challenge some of the ways that we view, discuss and fund 
prevention. For example, while intervention policies and ways to stop incidents of child 
abuse and neglect are critical, such policies are by definition reactive. Prevention must move 
“upstream” from the problem and address norms in the culture. This is where we must 
combine the “spirit” of being proactive with prevention science to drive best practices.”  
-J. Linkenbach  

 

7 



 
 

 

 
Care for Development: A UNICEF and WHO Initiative 

 
The health sector in countries has the capacity to play a unique role in the field of 
ECD because the most important window of opportunity for ensuring optimal 
development and preventing risk of long-term damage is from pregnancy through the 
first five years of life. Therefore health care encounters for women and young 
children are important opportunities to help strengthen families’ efforts to promote 
children’s early development and may represent the only real chance for health 
professionals in developing countries to positively influence parents of young 
children. 

 
To address this gap, WHO and UNICEF have developed an evidence-based set of 
materials to promote child development within relevant programme activities of the 
health sector. (WHO & UNICEF, 2012). The module includes recommendations to 
parent to support cognitive development, social –emotional and language 
development, and responsive feeding as well as breastfeeding and complementary 
feeding. These materials guide health workers and other counsellors as they help 
families build stronger relationships with their children and solve problems in caring 
for their children at home. Care for Child Development recommends play and 
communication activities for families to stimulate the learning of their children. Also, 
through play and communication, caregivers learn how to be sensitive to the needs of 
children and respond appropriately to meet them. These basic caregiving skills 
contribute to the survival, as well as the healthy growth and development, of young 
children. The materials are widely used to optimize early psychosocial development 
and reduce inequities and the global burden of poor development. 

 
Research has shown that Care for Development materials can have a significant 
impact on parenting behaviours and child development. Mothers could recall 
messages and reported higher levels of satisfaction when health worker was trained on 
care for development. In a randomized controlled trial in rural china, found high 
significant differences in young children’s cognitive development and in mothers’ 
understanding of the recommendations after home visits. The materials have recently 
been revised and include information on newborn development, maternal depression, 
children affected by HIV/AIDS, child discipline, and father involvement. (Cabrel, 
Ulkuer, & Engle, 2010)  
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Legal Reforms and the Promotion of Child Rights 
 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child committed countries to take all appropriate 
legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to prevent violence against 
children. Translating the Convention into national laws and giving judicial systems the power 
and responsibility to enforce these laws are fundamental prevention strategies. Legal 
frameworks can play a role in shaping social norms against violence, abuse and neglect of 
young children. Prohibiting harsh physical punishment and establishing legal requirements to 
report have been instrumental in countering the idea that child violence, abuse and neglect is 
a private matter only to be left to the family.  

 

 

 

Questions 

1. Are services offered and available to children in the Child Welfare System 
appropriate to meet their individual needs?  

2.  Which countries have  not developed a protective program against child abuse? 
3. What is considered child abuse and neglect in your nation? How does your naion 

define child abuse and neglect? 
4. How does the Child Welfare System Works? 

 
  

Resources 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx 
https://www.unicef.org/protection/files/Report_on_preventing_and_responding_to_violence_
in_early_childhood_2013_Cassie_Landers.pdf 
https://www.unicef.org/eapro/ASEAN_VAC(1).pdf 
 

Topic B: Online Safety Measures for Children 

Introduction 
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Children in a Digital World examines the ways in which digital technology has already 
changed children’s lives and life chances – and explores what the future may hold. 

 
If leveraged in the right way and made universally accessible, digital technology can be a 
game changer for children being left behind – whether because of poverty, race, ethnicity, 
gender, disability, displacement or geographic isolation – connecting them to a world of 
opportunity and providing them with the skills they need to succeed in a digital world. 

 
But unless we expand access, digital technology may create new divides that prevent children 
from ful lling their potential. And if we don’t act now to keep pace with rapid change, online 
risks may make vulnerable children more susceptible to exploitation, abuse and even 
trafficking – as well as more subtle threats to their well-being. 

 
This report argues for faster action, focused investment and greater cooperation to protect 
children from the harms of a more connected world – while harnessing the opportunities of 
the digital age to bene t every child.  
 
 

Subtopic A: The Harms of Life Online  
 

Digital connectivity has made children more accessible through unprotected social media 
profiles and online game forums. It also allows offenders to be anonymous – reducing their 
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risk of identi cation and prosecution – expand their networks, increase pro ts and pursue 
many  victims at once. 
Children’s privacy is also at stake. Most children  and many parents  have very limited, if 
any, awareness of how much personal data they are feeding into the internet, much less how 
it might one day be used.  
No child is safe from online risk, but the most vulnerable are those most likely to suffer the 
harms.  

 
These risks are not entirely new – children have long bullied and been bullied, have often 
been exposed to, or sought out, violent and sexual material, and have always been at risk 
from sexual offenders. But most parents probably feel it was easier to protect previous 
generations from such risks. The front door was once a barrier to schoolyard bullies; now, 
social media allows them to follow their victims into their homes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

There are three forms of risks: 
 

Content risks: Where a child is exposed to unwelcome and inappropriate content. This can 
include sexual, pornographic and violent images; some forms of advertising; racist, 
discriminatory or hate-speech material; and websites advocating unhealthy or dangerous 
behaviours, such as self-harm, suicide and anorexia.  
Contact risks: Where a child participates in risky communication, such as with an adult 
seeking inappropriate contact or soliciting a child for sexual purposes, or with individuals 
attempting to radicalize a child or persuade him or her to take part in unhealthy or dangerous 
behaviours.  
Conduct risks: Where a child behaves in a way that contributes to risky content or contact. 
This may include children 
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writing or creating hateful materials about other children, inciting racism or posting or 
distributing sexual images, including material they have produced themselves.  
    
Assessing the extent to which risks translate into actual harms is extremely dif cult. The 
content-contact-conduct framework used 
to describe risks also provides a way of thinking about the actual harms that children may 
experience online, as the typology table shows. 

 
But even if the number of children suffering severe harm is probably not 
that high, when harm does occur, according to one review of evidence in this area, its impact 
on the child can be very signi cant and justi es substantial resources and attention. As 
numerous cases over the years have demonstrated, severe harm can manifest itself as much in 
mental distress as in real physical injuries, including self-harm and suicide. Major areas of 
concern in terms of harm include pro-eating disorder and pro-suicide websites, as well as 
cyberbullying and online child sexual abuse and exploitation.  

 
 

Subtopic B: Cyberbullying  
 

The Cyberbullying Research Center de nes cyberbullying as “willful and repeated harm in 
icted through the use of computers, cell phones and other electronic devices.” Whereas in 
previous generations, children being bullied could escape such abuse or harassment by going 
home or being alone, no such safe haven exists for children in a digital world. Carrying a 
mobile phone, laptop or other connected device means that texts, emails, chats and social 
media posts can arrive anytime, day or night. And online bullying carries on, spreading 
widely among peers and in icting reputational harm whether the child is online or off. 

 
The potential for bullies to hide behind a nameless pro le, pose as someone other than 
themselves and in a single click instantly disseminate violent, hurtful or humiliating words or 
images is unprecedented. Moreover, once such content is posted, deleting it is dif cult, which 
increases the risk of victims being victimized and makes it hard for them to recover. 
 

Advances in technology allow 
offenders to remain anonymous, 
cover their digital tracks, create 
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false identities, pursue many victims at once and monitor their whereabouts. 
The increased use of mobile devices and greater access to 

broadband internet has made children more accessible than ever through unprotected social 
media pro les and online game forums. Offenders often begin grooming their victims on these 
platforms, where they gain a child’s attention or trust, before moving the communication to 
video- and photo-sharing platforms, which can lead to content-driven or financially driven 
extortion or meeting offline.  

 
“100 million children will be coming online for the rst time ... and that 80 per cent of those 
will be connecting via mobile devices. A signi cant proportion of these children will be 
connecting from African and South-East Asian countries.” Without proper safeguards in 
place, more children will be vulnerable to online risks of harm in these emerging 
ICT-enabled countries and regions.  
 
Subtopic C: The Dark Web  

 
Within the Deep web is the ‘Dark web’, which contains 
intentionally concealed content. Special anonymity-granting 
web browsers are used to access it.  

 
“The Dark Web poses a dilemma. Illegal markets, trolls and 
online child abuse rings proliferate due to the technology of 
Tor and other similar systems. However, the anonymity 
provided by such systems gives cover for people in repressive 
regimes that need the protection of technology in order to surf 
the Web, access censored content and otherwise exercise their 
genuine right to free expression.”  
 
The GCIG paper concludes by recommending that “like every 
other aspect of human society, the Dark Web needs to be 

policed.”  
 
Although there is a regrettable lack of research on some of the most marginalized 
communities and groups, existing evidence indicates that the children who are most 
vulnerable to online harms include girls, children from poor households, children in 
communities with a limited understanding of different forms of abuse and exploitation of 
children, children who are out of school, children with disabilities, children who suffer 
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depression or mental health problems and children from marginalized groups. Unguided 
digital access and a lack of awareness also put children at risk. 

 
As children spend more and more time on digital devices, families, educators and children’s 
advocates are growing more concerned and more confused by the lack of consensus among 
experts on the rewards and risks of connectivity. Many parents also struggle with connecting 
messages that they should limit screen time, on the one hand, or get the latest device so their 
children can keep up, on the other. 

 
As the debates continue, one thing is clear: Unlimited and especially unsupervised 
connectivity has the potential to cause harm, just as access to the wealth of information, 
entertainment and social opportunity has the potential to benefit children around the world. 
So the task is to nd ways to provide children with the support and guidance they need to 
make the most of their online experiences.  
 

Questions  

1. Is cyberbullying illegal in your nation?  
2. Is your country having the right firewall for children? If the answer is yes, what kind 

of firewall does it uses?  
3.  Is having an antispyware considered a right decision in order to keep track of 

children research or does it violates privacy? 
4. Has your country taught children about online security? How does the country 

manage to know if children are understanding? 

Resources 

https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/net-safety.html 
https://www.unicef.org/publications/files/SOWC_2017_ENG_WEB.pdf 
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/60513/1/__lse.ac.uk_storage_LIBRARY_Secondary_libf
ile_shared_repository_Content_EU%20Kids%20Online_EU%20Kids%20Onlin
e-Children's%20online%20risks_2014.pdf 
https://www.stopbullying.gov/cyberbullying/what-is-it/index.html 
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